Canada’s Reaction to the Outbreak of War, 2001

Source 1: “Anti-war protesters push peaceful solutions,” Vancouver Sun, Oct. 10, 2001.
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.By PATRICIA BAILEY

Abouit 300 people turned out to
protes(\lhe air smkes against
Afghanistan at the Vancouver Art
Gallery Tuesday and organizers

say similar gatherings will:

« become a nightly event in down-
town Vancouver.

Vigils will take place évery day:
at 5 p.m.in front of the gallery o
Georgia Street as long as the
bombing continues, said Garth
Mullins, spokesman for Mobi-!
lization Against War and Racism
(MAWRY), which organized the
protest.

“We want to have a media pres
ence so people know there is an
alternative position out there,”

- said Mullins, who was doused
with pepper spray at the APEC
protests at the University of B.C.
and testified at the subsequent
public inquiry into police behav-
iour.

“Except for a very few, the
debate about this war seems to
have only one voice.”

Among those attending Tues-

day night’s protest was
Afghanistan-born Aisha Jamal,
22, who came to Canada as a
refugee with her family 10 years
ago.

“I'm here because I don't like
the fact that my tax money is
going to bomb my family,” said
the University of B.C. interna-
tional relations student, who was
flanked by her sisters Haslna. 19

— PETER BATTISTONI/VANCOUVER SUN

Women holding signs were along 300 paople gathered at Vanmvnv Art Gallery Tuesday evéning.

and Gina, 23.

The Jamal sisters haven't been
able to communicate with their
many aunts, uncles and cousins
in Afghanistan since the air
strikes began Sunday because the

country’s phone lines are down.

Alllxu'ec are worried about
family members and convinced
that {ife will get worse for all

Afghanis because of the military ~

action.

.. The sisters, who blended into
the crowd in jeans and Gortex,
come from a non-traditional
Muslim family and say they are
opposed to the Taliban regime
and Osama bin Laden.

Butin oxder to fight termnsm.

. the Americans have to change

their policies in the Middle East,
said Aisha Jamal: “Something

* must have sparked this [the ter-

rorist attacks in the U.S.J"

The sisters also wonder why it -
took the death of American civil-
ians to make the world suddenly
care about injustice in

an. 5

“No one took notice-of the Tal-
iban'before. It didn’t matter how
they treated women until the’
Americans were killed,” said
Gina Jamal, who until recently
attended Simon Fraser Universi-

ty. 4
The three sisters fear that

many civilians will die in the
boml and aren’t convinced
_ that food aid will mch its desti-

nation. 5
“Bombing a country and then
dro pingfood. If that doesn't

of a PR move, I don'tknow
what does,” said Aisha

Tuesday’s protest is the second
organized by MAWR.
The group says a demonstra-

tion on Sun ay, also at the Van-"
couver Art Gallery, attracted

. about 200 people.
Despite Lh‘e‘gbmout Thes-
day — the grou, ed 500 to

show up — Mullins is convinced
the number of demonstrators
will increase as the war contin-
ues: “I think many Canadians are
just reahzmg that Canada is at
war he said.




Source 2: Demonstration against participation in Afghanistan war, Toronto, 2001. (“What is Canada's Role in Afghanistan?” Trade Unionists Against The War, http://www.tuaw.ca/, accessed April 17, 2010.)
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