Student Handout # 1

Canada: a Welfare State

A welfare state is a capitalist country that deliberately tries to modify the play of market forces in order to better the lives of its citizens. Canada became a welfare state after the passage of the social welfare reforms of the 1960s.  Welfare activities are either classed as social security programs that provide direct economic assistance or social and welfare services that respond to personal, social and emotional needs.  The social welfare system in Canada is larger than the welfare state; social services may be provided by churches or nonprofit institutions to name a few. 

Classify the following as a social security program or a social and welfare service. 

Family allowance

Medicare

Old Age Pension

Canada Pension Plan

Care Homes (for the elderly)

Social Assistance / Social Security (aka “welfare”)

Counselling

Maternity Leave

Employment insurance (previously known as unemployment insurance)

Day care

Workers’ Compensation

Home-delivered meals

The Constitution gives the responsibility for social and welfare services to the provincial and territorial governments.  The federal government, through its cost-sharing agreements with the provinces and territories, is also involved in social and welfare services.

