Handout 4: Rubric for Letter to Publisher

	Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	 a. Application of significance criteria
	Does not apply criteria to the events; may only describe events
	Applies several criteria to one or two events or uses criteria implicitly
	Explicitly applies all relevant criteria to each of the three events 
	Explicitly applies all relevant criteria to each of the three events and brings in new/original/insightful ideas not discussed in class or the readings. Connects events to a larger narrative.

	b. Support for arguments about significance by reference to event/trend and background knowledge


	Little or no support given for general statements
	Limited support or reference to details of the event or trend and/or background knowledge
	Historical arguments are supported by focused reference to the event and to background knowledge
	Historical arguments are fully supported by focused reference to the event and to background knowledge; may include references to details that others may not have considered

	c. Accuracy of factual content
	Many historical inaccuracies; some may be major
	One or two inaccuracies
	Information is historically correct.
	Information is historically correct.

	d. Logic, coherence, clarity of argument
	Arguments are often unclear, incoherent or illogical
	Arguments are mostly clear, coherent and logical
	Arguments are consistently logical, clear and coherent
	Arguments are consistently logical, clear and coherent.


