Craig Kielberger Biography
A Morning to Remember

One day while searching for the funny pages in the newspaper, a morning ritual, 12-year-old Craig Kielburger was stopped by a headline that read, "Battled Child Labor, Boy, 12, Murdered." The article told Craig about Iqbal Masih who was born in South Asia and sold into slavery at the age of four. In his short life, he had spent six years chained to a carpet-weaving loom. Iqbal had escaped child labour at age nine to become a leader in the movement against bonded labour and child slavery. He was eventually shot and killed for speaking out. At 12 Iqbal lost his life defending the rights of children. What Craig learned from Iqbal's story was that the bravest voice can live in the smallest body. He also knew he had to help.

Craig brought the article into his Grade 7 class to ask if anyone would help him continue Iqbal's fight. Eleven hands shot up, and Free The Children was born. Since that day, Craig and his friends haven't stopped. He has travelled the world, learning from thousands of forgotten and voiceless people, and giving inspirational speeches to world leaders and youth.

Every day the movement grows and every day we are closer to the world we dream of. Here is where we get to see the dream and the reality from Craig's eyes.
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A Good Idea Catches On

Craig gathered together a small group of his Grade 7 classmates from his Thornhill, Ontario, school and Free The Children was born. Free the children from poverty. Free the children from exploitation. Free the children from the notion that they are powerless to affect change. These were the messages that fuelled Craig's mission. The idea was a good one. And it caught on. Today, Free the Children is the world's largest network of children helping children through education, with more than one million youth involved in our innovative education and development programs in 45 countries. He has travelled the world, learning from thousands of forgotten and voiceless people, and giving inspirational speeches to world leaders and youth.

Taken from the Free the Children Website:

http://www.freethechildren.com/getinvolved/youth/craig/
Cause and Consequence
This activity is designed to help you see what causes people to do certain things as well as the associated consequence.  People and groups play an important role in promoting how society will be encouraged and shaped.  We must be aware of how different people and groups caused change to happen and what the consequences of this change are.  Let’s start by looking at the biography of a famous person.

Fill out the following worksheet:

	Cause
	Consequence

	What was Craig doing in the morning?


	What happened while Craig was reading the newspaper?

	What did he notice?
	What did it make him think?

	What touched or motivated him?
	What did he do with the article?

	What did he do next?
	How did others react to him?


