Attachment 1
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By the late 1800’s many of the thousands of the buffalo that once roamed the prairies freely had disappeared through overhunting.  As the First Nations in many areas relied on the buffalo for their food, clothing, shelter and tools, many First Nations were suddenly facing food and supply shortages.  As well, the demand for beaver pelts had dramatically fallen because Europeans now favored silk for their hats.  So, First Nations could not trade furs for goods and supplies.  Their whole way of life was under pressure because of a lack of food and the necessities for life.  

The settlers who were being encouraged to come to what is now Alberta needed land.  The government wanted the settlers to come, settle on the land, grow crops, raise animals, and to create communities of former British and Europeans.  To accomplish the settlement, the British government then needed to find a permanent way to get the land from the First Nations peoples to offer to the settlers to claim.  Treaties were needed between the First Nations and the government to secure land for settlers and to define where First Nations peoples could live.  The government agreed to provide certain items, like education, regular treaty payments, small areas of land to live on, and a variety of supplies.  In exchange, the First Nations people agreed to give up much of their land and to live on the smaller reserves in peace beside the new settlers.

Treaty 7 is a legal document signed between the First Nations (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani, Tsuu T’ina and Nakoda) of what is now southern Alberta and government officials from Britain in 1877, and it is still part of Canadian law.  It stated where First Nation people could own land and how the land could be used.  As well, the treaty stated how First Nations people would be compensated for giving up their land.  Many people today still disagree on many aspects of the treaty.   

Note to students:  What is now Alberta was then still a territory of Britain.  Although Canada became a nation in 1867, it did not include all the provinces and territories that it does today.   Alberta will not join Canada as a Province until 1905.
