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(Adapted from Alberta Online Encyclopedia-Treaty 7-Perspectives)

Each of the individual First Nations came into the treaty process with their own ideas of what the talks should look like.  But, all the leaders of the First Nations believed that Treaty 7 was a peace treaty between all First Nations and the British Crown (king or queen).  Further, the leaders understood that this peace treaty was a very sacred undertaking.  To signify this serious process, a sacred smudge ceremony was completed with the burning of sweetgrass and prayers and songs for the Creator.   

After the ceremony, a pipe was shared between the First Nations and the British Government representatives.  According to First Nations religious beliefs, people who smoked the pipe were obligated to speak truthfully and to honour any agreements that they made with others.  Unfortunately, the importance of the smudge and pipe ceremony were not understood by the British Government agents.  The official records of the treaty do not include the events.

In addition, the First Nations had a different understanding of the land than the British Government.  The First Nations thought that they were discussing the sharing of the land with the settlers.   First Nation representatives understood that they were being compensated or paid for the settlers living on First Nations land.  They did not think that they were selling the land outright.  According to First Nations beliefs, the land belonged to all and was given by the Creator; it could not be given away or sold.  So to the First Nations, the treaty process was defining how the land was to be used, but not who owned it.

