Task: Letter to a Survivor
Your assignment is to write a letter of appreciation to one or several Holocaust survivors whose testimony you have encountered on the Open Hearts, Closed Door web site <http:www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/orphans/English/index.html>. It is also an opportunity to reflect on why the survivors’ experience is historically significant. 

As you listen to their stories, you should consider what they might reveal to us about the time: the persecution, the struggle to survive, and the journey to Canada. Secondly, consider how their stories might reveal to us some issues in today’s world, that is, how the experiences, beliefs and situations of these survivors might connect across time to your lives in modern Canada.

Connections to issues today is not the same as learning a lesson. Historian Peter Novick in his book The Holocaust in American Life concludes that there may even be no useful lessons from the Holocaust. What he means is that the lessons that can be drawn from this horrible time are either very general or very complex and tough to apply. However, in our modern society there are frequent references to the Holocaust and Nazis in speeches, movies, and popular culture so clearly for many people there are connections between the past and present. Moreover, genocides, persecution, propaganda, refugees, and rescuers are with us today and the Holocaust can help us understand these.

Your letter should contain four paragraphs: an introduction identifying yourself and expressing appreciation or thanks, a second paragraph on what the testimony reveals about the past, a third on what might be relevant to us today, and a concluding paragraph. You must follow a formal or business letter format. Your audience is one or several of the survivors whose stories you have read or the creators of the site, the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre.

